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The Honorable John D. Rockefeller, Chairman
Senat or Kay Bailey Hutchison, Ranking Member
U.S. Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transp ortati on
Via Fax: 202~228~0303

Re: Support for Boundary Adjus tments to th e Gulf of th e Farallones and Cordell
Bank National Marine Sanctuaries (S. 179 and H.R. 192)

Dear Chair Rockefeller and Senator Hu tchison:

On th e North-Central coas t of California, a number of past Administra t ions , working with
local govern ments, fishing int erests, and coas tal communit ies in bipartisan fashion, have
enac ted a series of spec tacular National Marine Sanctuaries.

On behalf of th e Mendo cino County Board of Supervisors, I wri te to express our unanimous
support of S. 179, th e legislati on now before you, that would protect th e unique ocean
up welling system, among th e four most productive such features in th e wo rld, th at provides
the nutrients and foodsource for the se Sanctuary waters and their prolifi c marine life.

The underlying bill , spo nsored by Senators Boxer and Feins tein, was favorably reported out by
th e Senate Commerce, Science and Transportat ion Committee in Augus t of 2009 . During the
ll Oth Congress, it was passed by th e House under suspension of th e rules. It has received
exte nsive hear ings in both houses of Congress .

Marine sanctuaries heal our damaged oceans and protect vulnera ble ocean wildlife. At various
times during th e year, th e area proposed for expans ion hosts more than one third of the
world's whale and dolphin species including th e world's largest concen trat ion of endangered
Blue w hales, the largest animal on eart h. Other enda ngered marine animals that use th e area
include Humpback whales, sea tu rtles and sea birds. The largest concentrat ion of breeding
seabirds in th e continental U.S. feasts on th e rich food produced here, some migrating from as
far away as Midway Ato ll in th e central Pacific, and from New Zealand, to feed .
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If this bill is enacted, one of th e most produ ctive marine ecosystems on earth, the exceptional
Northern Californ ia mar ine ecosyste m, w ill be prot ected for generations to come from pollu tion and
other pot en tially destructive act ivit ies . Th e bill would complete th e Nor thern Californ ia marine
sanctua ries by protecting th e source of much of their food and nutrients in th e same wa y th at water
supply syste ms sec k to prot ect their source wa te rs.

Thi s outcome has rece ived w ide support from state and local governments, fishermen,
environme ntalists, and economic inte rests. Endorse rs inclu de bot h houses of th e Californ ia
Legislatu re, th e Co unties of Sonoma, Mendocino, and San Francisco, the Pacific Coast Federation of
Fisher men's Associations, the Bay Planning Coalit ion, th e Port of Oakland, the Sonoma Cou nty
Econo mic Developmen t Board, and a host of other regio nal and national environmenta l groups.

Th e eco nomic value of this spec tac ular coas tal region and ocean is large. According to the most recent
govern ment statistic s, the ocea n eco nomy of two of the adjoining counties (M arin and Sonoma)
provided almost 13,000 jobs and nearly $460 milli on in GOP from coastal tourism , fish ing and other
marine activities. Sanctua ry expansio n would ensure that th e clean oceans and beaches th at sus tain
these jobs are protected and un polluted. Recogn izing the economic and environmental import ance of
pro tec tio n for this unique marine area , local governments and scien tific orga nizations in th e affected
area suppo rt this proposal.

vVe appreciate your favorable cons idera tio n of thi s legislation to preserve nationally-significant
coastal wa ters and the economies they support.

Since rely,

l~1\ 7~,M
Kendall Smith, Chair
Mendocin o County Board of Supe rvisors

cc: United Sta tes Senator Barbara Boxer, Sponsor
United States Senator Diann e Feinstein , Co-Spo nso r
Co ngres sman Mike Thom pson
Co ngresswoman Lynn W colsey
Senato r Noreen Evans
Asse mb lyme mbe r Wesley Chesbro


